Marilyn’s contributions to the Curriculum Committee Report (4/30/13)

Degree programs and program models at other universities

In an effort to find other models for sustainability-related degrees, I searched for programs around the US and Canada. As mentioned above, many were similar to the Environment Studies/Environmental Sciences degrees the University of Washington offers. Some broke out of this mold and fell into 1 of three categories:

Issue-focused: Several were degrees in sustainable food systems, a handful were degrees in sustainable energy and one was a degree in sustainable buildings. All were interdisciplinary. Figure 6 shows a handful of these and calls out one – the “EcoGastronomy Major” at the University of New Hampshire which combines content from three existing departments – Agriculture, Nutrition and Hospitality Management (http://www.unh.edu/ecogastronomy/)
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Figure 6: Topic-focused sustainability degrees

Social Science focused. The UW Environmental Studies/Sciences degrees all have a social sciences component, but there is also a strong emphasis on the natural sciences. The degree programs categorized here as Social Science-focused have little or no science component - they focus entirely on human behavior related to sustainability. Figure 7 shows three programs and calls out details about 2 – one at the University of Michigan http://www.snre.umich.edu/degrees/masters/bec/overview (actually a Master’s level degree unlike the others, but included because it was particularly unique in that it focuses on psychology – not technically a “social science”), and one at Bishop’s University in the Province of Quebec (https://www.gobishops.ca/bishops/program.do;jsessionid=84A36E901A8DC6C17E79603172A4712C?from=faculty&programID=109)
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Figure 7: Social-science focused sustainability degrees

Array of domain-focused sustainability majors/minors. This third category of degree consists of programs that, while drawing on many disciplines, are focused on aspects of sustainability that are most relevant to a single discipline (e.g. business, health care, technology). Figure 8 shows to three Universities that have programs like this and calls out one, Ball State University, which has what they refer to as “clustered minors in sustainable practices” http://cms.bsu.edu/academics/undergraduatestudy/catalog/previouswebcatalogs/201011catalog/collegesdeptprog/interdepartmental/clusteredminors.
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Program Models
The table below shows 5 administrative models for sustainability programs that grant degrees:
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	Programs made up of faculty from other programs

	Program made up of faculty from other programs with support from an “interdisciplinary academic support unit”
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	Independent “institute” which has a degree program taught by faculty from other programs

	Independent entity which has a degree program taught by faculty from other programs and also many other programs
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	Independent “institute” which includes a school, which has degree programs taught by faculty from other programs
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The Nelson Institue
for Environmental Studies



staff
faculty



University of Wisconsin, 
Madison
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MIT Energy Initiative



staff
faculty



MIT Energy Initiative



research
education
campus energy management
outreach programs



Campus Energy
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Arizona State University



School of Sustainability



staff
faculty



Global Institute
of Sustainability
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EcoGastronomy Major:
integrates UNH strengths in:
 sustainable agriculture
 hospitality management
 nutrition 



University of New Hampshire 
dual major in EcoGastronomyTrent University



BA & BS in Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems



Penn State (online)
BA in Energy and Sustainability Policy



University of Florida
BS Sustainability and the Built Environment



Michigan State University
Specialization in Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems



University of New Hampshire 
dual major in EcoGastronomy



Sustainability degrees that are focused 
on a topic (not a discipline)



e.g. food, energy, buildings
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Rensselaer
BS in Sustainability Studies
(social-science focus)



Bishop’s University
Social Sustainability



University of Michigan
Master’s degree in behavior, education and communication



Social-Science focused
sustainability degrees



Social Sustainability concentration 
(in Sociology)
...study the well being of people in today’s 
world in relation to the well-being of the 
planet and its many species.



deep significance of ‘buying local’
culture of consumption
balance and sustainability in indigenous cultures
urban planning issues



Bishop’s University
Social Sustainability



Master’s in Behavior, Education and Communication
(School of Natural Resources and Environment)



“Most environmental problems are people 
problems”  Finding solutions requires an un-
derstanding of how individuals and organiza-
tions think, what they care about, what moti-
vates them, how they communicate and the 
conditions under which they behave most rea-
sonably and creatively.



University of Michigan
Master’s degree in behavior, education and communication
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Ball State University
(5 clustered minors)



Arizona State University
Minor



Washington University in St. Louis
BS in Sustainability - 3 concentrations



Provide an array of  varied, but related
sustainability minors/majors



Ball State University
(5 clustered minors)



Ball State University -Clustered Minors in 
Environmentally Sustainable Practices
  Business
  Health Care
  Environmental Policy
  Sustainable Land Systems
  Technology and the Environment



5 common courses:
 Ecology
 Environmental Economics
 Decision Making for Resource Management
 Environmental Ethics
 Sustainable Futures (Capstone course)
The rest of the courses are from across disciplines, but quite spe-
cific to the various areas
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University of NH
(dual major in EcoGastronomy)



Trent University
(BA & BS in Sustainable Agriculture and Food 
Systems Studies)



Michigan State University
(specialization in Sustainable Agriculture 
and Food Systems)











image5.emf



Ball State University



Center for Energy 
Research/Education/Service



Stony Brook University











