
-SUSTAINING WALLACE Understanding how Wallace Hall
consumes to help us move toward 
long-term sustainability

Wallace Hall supports the work of The Climate Impacts Group, the 
Program on the Environment (POE) and the Joint Institute for the 
Study of the Atmosphere and Ocean (JISAO). POE works to 
“provide students with a deep understanding of how humans 
interact with and influence the environment” and “develop skills 
to address multifaceted environmental challenges.”JISAO 
conducts cutting-edge research in climate, ocean and fishery 
sciences. The Climate Impacts Group conducts research on 
“climate variability, climate change, and climate impacts” with an 
orientation toward using this information in decision-making.

What can we learn about how humans influence the environment 
and climate right here in Wallace Hall? 

WHO PLAYS
A ROLE 
IN MAKING 
WALLACE HALL
EFFICIENT?

HOW DOES WALLACE HALL CONSUME? EQUIPMENT
Electricity powers lights,
office equipment, computers,
lab equipment,  fans to circulate
air, and pumps to circulate water

warmth from steam
is transferred to air
to heat the building
                                 .....and to heat
                                         tap water

WASTEWATER  
Wastewater is drained from sinks, toilets
and drinking fountains.

WASHING, DRINKING, FLUSHING
Water is supplied to drinking fountains,
sinks and toilets (as well as the
cooling tower)

HEATING

COOLING
Electricity powers the chiller that
pulls heat out of circulating air to
cool it. The chiller is cooled by 
evaporating water in the cooling 
tower.

AIR HEATING
Natural gas is burned to heat
water that is pumped through
the building with electric pumps.

WATER HEATING
Electricity is used to heat
tap water.

-

SUSTAINABILITY POLICY
Faculty, staff and student representatives from
across the University who set policies to make 
                          the University a better steward of 
                                 our natural resources.

LEED CONSTRUCTION
CPO oversees design, construction and major
renovations and ensure that they meet LEED
standards to minimize environmental impact.

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY
The Regents ensure that the University is fiscally 
   sound. They make important decisions about how  
                 much we invest in new energy infrastructure.

OPTIMIZING
Facilities Services operates and

maintains campus  buildings
and looks for opportunities to

make buildings more efficient.
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EFFICIENT CLEANING
Custodial Services choose cleaning equipment and
supplies that minimize use of water and electricity

while keeping air quality high.
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funded through a Green Up partnership between:
Seattle City Light & UW Sustainability

ACTIVISTS
Student groups have been behind many major
sustainability initiatives on campus and the 
administration welcomes their engagement.

DEFINING HOW WALLACE HALL IS USED
In addition to individual choices about whether to take 
the stairs or run the photocopier, faculty and staff have a 
substantial role to play in how and when the building is 
used and whether the equipment purchased for use in 
the building is efficient. Strategic decisions in this regard 
have substantial impacts.
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LIAISON
In the role of liaison between the occupants of Wallace Hall and
Facilities Services, the building coordinator is in a position to
recognize when the building is not operating effectively.

WATER
WASTEWATER

NATURAL GAS
ELECTRICITY

Buildings on campus generally use chilled water from the
Power Plant for cooling, but Wallace has its own chillers

Most buildings on campus use steam from the Power
Plant for heating, but Wallace Hall has its own boilers


